January X, 2025

Dear X,
I am writing to share with you how the NM Grown Program has benefited my community. The program supplies funds to allow our schools, preschools, and senior centers to buy and serve freshly grown, nutritious food from area farmers. 
I am a coordinator in X County for the Healthy Kids Healthy Communities Program, which works with local and state partners to expand opportunities for people to be physically active and eat healthy, affordable food. The NM Grown Program has become an integral component of my work in schools and with our local growers. 
Our food service directors spend NM Grown funds to incorporate local products like green chile, tomatoes, peaches, apples, and lettuce into their school meals. They have been excited to offer the addition of local meat after it was added to the NM Grown Program. Local green chile burgers is one of the students’ favorite meals.
The great news is they can taste the difference in the freshly grown food – and they eat more of it. We have been surprised about how willing students are to try new food – even turnips and radishes – when they know it was grown in their community. 
NM Grown makes it easy for farmers to sell their products to schools, preschools, and senior centers, providing New Mexico growers with an expanded, consistent marketplace and reducing the need to ship their products out of state. 
NM Grown wouldn’t exist without the Approved Supplier Program, which ensures food safety and traceability standards for products purchased from 275 food producers in New Mexico. We appreciate your support of both programs, so our institutions can continue to buy nutritious food from their local growers.
Thank you for the work you do. 

Sincerely, 
