January X, 2025

Dear X,
I am writing to let you know how the NM Grown Program has given my farming business additional revenue sources in X County.  I became an approved supplier in the NM Grown Program so I can sell my produce to schools, preschools, and senior centers. Being a vendor in the system means I can expand my business to serve other schools or senior centers when needed. 
I prefer selling my products locally, but it’s difficult to find consistent marketplaces in New Mexico so NM Grown has become an important, steady addition to my income. I love knowing that kids and seniors are going to eat the food we’ve grown, and that kids are learning more about growth cycles and seasonal availability of fruits and vegetables.
When I’ve worked with a school or senior center for a while, I learn what the children and seniors prefer eating and can adjust my crops to meet their needs better, which also increases my sales. I know these places couldn’t buy from farmers if they didn’t get funding from the state, so we appreciate that state lawmakers recognize the value of NM Grown.
The NM Grown Program supports New Mexico’s farming economy by teaching kids about the importance of farming and providing growers with a consistent, local marketplace, which is rare in my experience. I think NM Grown is fostering the growth of food hubs and other delivery-type businesses so farmers can expand their businesses regionally as well.
I appreciate NM Grown maintaining the Approved Supplier list so any institution can connect with my business and know my food is produced with safety and traceability standards in place. This program needs Legislative funding to maintain standards, sustain growth, and innovate with partners.
Thank you for your support of New Mexico farmers and NM Grown.
Sincerely, 


