January X, 2025	

Dear X,
Thank you for your service to New Mexico. I am asking for your support of the NM Grown Program, which allows me to buy fresh products from local growers to feed students at the X Preschool, where I am director.
The children who attend our preschool love the locally grown fruits and vegetables that we serve  in meals and snacks. They are excited to learn how food is grown, and to meet farmers from our community when possible. 
We offer taste testing of new fruits and vegetables, such as different varieties of apples, carrots, and lettuce, and students like sampling food when they know where it was grown. Parents tell us their kids eat more fruit and vegetables at home after they try food from local farmers at school. 
We couldn’t buy from local producers without NM Grown’s Approved Supplier Program, which assures us that the growers follow national safety and traceability standards. That program also needs Legislature’s financial support to maintain a database that connects preschools like mine with 275 food producers in New Mexico. 
The only way we can participate in NM Grown is if the State provides ongoing funds so we can afford to buy the fresh, nutritious food that our students prefer and support the farmers of our area.
I wish you the best in the upcoming legislative session.

Thank you,

